Ball

also appears blgger, which tells you how
soon” you'll get “smacked: This SImp!e
phenoinenon is called opt;cal Ioommg'

nd it could make dnvmg safer...
Researchers Paui”

created a computer ssmu!ation tO test

“driver ‘reactions 'to opt;cal looming:
“When we drwe a car, we use the looming:

N\llgram : nd _-
Zhonghaa Li, at the University of Toronto, .

_ sooner to avoid smashing into the Caggs
at: your face. 'As it gets cioser to; you, it_.ahead, Drivers following a car respond to

the optical looming of thls triangle; It

_'_basncaﬂy a visual trick. "

‘The researchers’ computer program

“ fiddled with optical looming. sLiké i
a video_game, test drivers dréve-a"cal
_folEowang ariother car Sometames “th

front car’s brake Isght triangle got blgge
fister than' it normally would based ¢

- its speed — it was a.visual cue 1o’ slow
“down. When that happened at “nigh
or in ‘bad weather”, test drwer_s. ‘driving
Lo the redr car braked faster '
ogether with the: centré brake light in
he: rear wrndow, form a tr:angle The-'

- For real cars, back brake hghts oul
lsght up a shghtiy bigger area only whe

 drivers: braked hard or suddeniy it
-8 mple ldea that could help miany

‘the rear end. <7/
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